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(57) Abstract: A device (1) is described to authenticate a user in an Internet environment, comprising: a support structure (3); a 
terminal (5) for the connection to a processor port; a microprocessor circuitry to perform safety functions and cryptography algo- 
rithms; and activation means (7) to allow enabling an authentication code. A system and a process are further described to input a 
PIN inside the device (1 ) and a system and a process to authenticate a user based on such device (1). 
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IDENTIFICATION DEVICE FOR AUTHENTICATING A USER 



The present invention refers to a user 
authentication system within an Internet 
architecture based on an hardware device connected 
to the Universal Serial Bus (USB) port of a client 
processor through a cryptographic procedure of the 
"Challenge Response" type. Moreover, the invention 
refers to a hardware and software system to input a 
Personal Identification Number (PIN) inside the 
above-said identification device based on USB port 
in order" to prevent the" interception thereof. 

With the always wider spreading of the 
Internet network and other networks of this type, a 
particular and major importance has been given to 
problems about the controlled distribution of 
information on the network, in order to guarantee 
that these information cannot be attacked and 
guarantee their privacy as well, in addition to 
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providing access to particular transactions or 
information only to authorised users. Several 
arrangements have so far been proposed, starting 
from the so-called protecting "hardware keys" to be 
connected to processors, up to more or less complex 
cryptographic systems with different types of 
software keys. The proposed solutions either are 
very costly to be implemented in terms of several 
types of resources, or do not guarantee a complete 
safety of the information to be protected. 

Object of the present invention is solving the 
above prior-art problems, by providing an hardware 
and software system that is of a reduced cost, 
easily implemented and absolutely efficient in 
terms of protection. In particular, the hardware 
device of the invention is of a simple 
configuration, has the sizes of a key and, once 
being, inserted into .the. USB poxt of a computer, 
allows univocally recognising and authenticating 
the user of a network-based application and to 
start therewith protected and encrypted 
transactions oh the Internet network itself. 
Authentication uniqueness and transaction safety 
are based on the features of the device, that is 
equipped with a microprocessor implemented for 
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safety functions, and on private-key time-varying 
cryptographic algorithms . 

The above and other objects and advantages of 
the invention, as will appear from the following 
description, are obtained by a user authentication 
device and process as claimed in Claims 1 and 6, 
respectively, and by a system and process that use 
the above device as claimed in Claims 15 and 17, 
respectively. Preferred embodiments and non-trivial 
variations of the present invention are claimed in 
the dependent Claims. 

The present invention will be better described 
by some preferred embodiments thereof, given as a 
non-limiting example, with reference to the 
enclosed drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an 

embodiment of the device according to the 

present invention-;" " - - — 

Figure 2 is a block diagram of the 
architecture of the code-inputting system of 
the device of. the invention; 

Figure 3 is a block diagram of the process 
realised by the architecture in Fig. 2; 
Figure 4 is a block diagram detailing a step 
of the process in Fig. 3; 
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Figure 5 is a block diagram detailing a step 
of the process in Fig. 3; 

Figure 6 is. a block diagram of the operating 
process of the device in Fig. 1; 
Figure 7 is a block diagram detailing a step 
of the process in Fig. 6; 

Figure 8 is a block diagram detailing a step 
of the process in Fig, 6; 

Figure 9 is a block diagram summarising the s 
steps of the processes in Fig.s 7 and 8; and 
- Figure 10 is a block diagram detailing a step 
of the process in Fig. 6. 

With reference to Fig. 1, the device 1 for 

authenticating a user in an Internet architecture 

environment substantially comprises an elongated 
support structure 3, preferably made of plastic 
material and adapted to be grasped by a user and 
inserted into a port of a . client processor (not 
shown) , for example the Universal Serial Bus (USB) 
port of a personal computer. For such purpose , the 
device 1 is equipped with a terminal 5 for the 
connection to the port and with a microprocessor 
circuitry contained inside the support structure 3; 
the circuitry is adapted to perform safety 
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functions and to operate on cryptographic 
algorithms. Finally, the device 1 of the invention 
comprises activation means 7 (commonly realised in 
the shape of a push-button) supported by the 
structure 3 and adapted to control the 
microprocessor circuitry to allow enabling therein 
an authentication code, as will be described 
hereinbelow. 

In the current and preferred embodiment, the 
device 1 operates on cryptographic algorithms that 
are of the private-key time-varying type. Due to 
the standard interface and "plug&play" USB and to a 
set of interfacing libraries of the ActiveX and 
Plug-In type on server and client sides, the device 
1 is efficient in terms not only of safety, but 
also of simplicity and transparency. Its features 
make it an efficient tool to store keywords, 
electronic certi-f icates, digital signatures, 
electronic purse functions or to store and protect 
therein other interesting information related to 
user or used services. 

With the device 1 of the invention, those who 
need protecting and checking the access to pages, 
services, data bases or more generally to areas of 
Internet sites, will simply have to supply 
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authorised users of their one Internet service with 
a suitably initialised device 1. The users will 
then have to simply insert the device 1 into the 
USB port of the computer without performing any 
installation operation. The server . application will 
take care of setting a safe communication with the 
device 1 in order to authenticate the user. User 
recognition in fact occurs depending on reserved 
information inside the device linked with a user 
keyword. Once having recognised the client and 
having checked affected user authorisations, the 
device 1 takes care of sending customised and 
reserved information to the user, encrypting the 
contents with an algorithm of the 256-bit Blowfish 
type, for example, with a time-varying key linked 
to the secret value contained into the device 1. 
Information can be indifferently, but not in a 
limiting way, HTML pa^ges-, data -bases information 
with "web" interface, forms, download areas, and 
the like. The information transaction of the 
network is performed encrypted both from server to 
client, and vice versa. 

In order to be able to use the above-described 
device 1, it is necessary to equip it. with a 
univocal Personal Identification Number (PIN) per 
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user. For such purpose, a system has been 
implemented whose architecture is shown in Fig, 2, 
such system being adapted to perform a process as 
detailed in Figures 3 to 5. 

With reference first of all to Fig, 2, the 
system architecture that allows using the device 1 
substantially comprises a processor equipped with a 
graphic window 10 that displays a digit from 0 to 
9. Such window cooperates with a user library 12 
(arrow A in Fig. 2), that is a proprietary library, 
that deals with managing the device 1 and, through 
an identification process 14 contained therein, 
with checking the enabling of the device 1 itself. 

The user library 12 is connected (arrow B in 
Fig. 2) with a device driver 16, that is also a 
proprietary library that deals with managing the 
device 1 at USB level. The device driver 16 is 
connected (arrow C in- Fig. 2)___with the device 1 
that receives commands (arrow D in Fig. 2) from the 
push-button 7. According to the flow defined by 
arrows A to D, in the user library 12 an internal 
tick pulse is generated so that, upon every tick, a 
digit is sent both to the window 10 for being 
displayed, and to the device 1 through the device 
driver 16; the device driver 16 queries the device 
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1 whether there are other digits and, if the 
response is affirmative, goes on with the 
processing, while otherwise it warns the user 
library 12 to stop the process. Upon every pressure 
of the push-button 7, the device 1 stores the 
currently supplied digit that is also displayed by 
the window 10. 

The general operation of the above-described 
system is shown as a block diagram in Fig.s 3 to 5. 
Such process guarantees the maximum safety when 
inputting the PIN to use the device 1. The process 
first of all comprises, upon request of the PIN 
code, the activation (301) of the graphic window 10 
to display a current digit from 0 to 9. 

Then the PIN code is sent (303) for every 
digit, through a process inserted into the 
libraries, both to the displaying window 10 and to 
the device 1. - — 

Upon pressing the push-button 7, therefore, 
every digit is stored (305) as belonging to the PIN 
code; then, the process that sends the digit both 
to the graphic window 10 and to the device 1, 
queries (307) every time the device 1 to check 
whether there are other digits: if the response is 
affirmative, the process goes on by timely sending 
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(309) the other digits; otherwise, it stops (311) 
and the final PIN key is stored to validate the 
device 1 . 

Upon a more detailed examination, the 
operation of the PIN code storing step (305) can be 
divided into two major steps, where the first one 
deals with managing the display and dispatch of the 
digits to the device 1, while the second one deals 
with managing the push-button 1 of the device 1 
itself. 

In particular, as shown in detail in Fig. 4, 
the displaying and dispatching step of the digits 
to the device 1 starts in 401 and comprises the 
following sub-steps: 

creating (403) the window 10 to display the 

digits; 

querying (405) whether the digits limit has 
* "been reached; ™ 
in case of an affirmative response, removing 
(407) the displaying window 10; or 
in case ,-of a negative response, sending (409) 
the digit to the graphic window 10 and to the 
device 1; and 

requesting (411) to the device 1 whether the 
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digits limit for the PIN code has been 
reached, returning to the querying step 
(405) : if the response is affirmative, the 
process finally ends in 413. 
With reference to Fig. 5, instead, the flow 
diagram of the management step for the push-button 
7 of the device 1 is shown in detail, this step 
being able to be divided into the following sub- 
steps, starting from the initial one in 501: 

querying (503) whether the digits limit has 
been reached; 

in case of an affirmative response, ending 
(509) the process; or 

in case of a negative response, checking 
(505) whether the push-button 7 has been 
pressed; 

in case of a negative response, the procedure 
"remains waiting" "for a following pressure of 
the push-button 7; or 

in case of an affirmative response, storing 
(507) the last received digit and returning 
to the querying step (503) are performed. 
After having defined the device 1 of the 
invention in this way and the system and process to 
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store and validate the personal code inside the 
device, it is possible to practice the real and 
proper process of the invention to manage the 
accesses to reserved pages and services being 
present on the Internet network. 

As already stated, the system that allows such 
process is composed, preferably but not in a 
limiting way, of a central server processor (not 
shown) that stores and manages the authorised 
users, connected to a set of local client 
processors (not shown) equipped with the device 1 
of the invention. The detailed procedure is 
commonly realised through programs being present on 
both server and client processors,^ and is shown in 
Fig.s 7 to 10 of the description. 

in particular, with reference to Fig. 6, the 
process for authenticating a user in an Internet 
architecture environment - comprises the following 
macro-steps: 

- associating (601) a user with an identification 

device 1; v 

- identifying (603) the user through the device 
1; and 

- encrypting (605) information sent /received 
by/from the user. 
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In particular, as shown in Fig. 7, the 
associating step (601) of a user to the device 1 
comprises the following sub-steps: 
describing (701) the user; 

generating (703) a Tokenld based on 
describing data of the user; 

performing (705) a first irreversible safe 
scrambling step (preferably of the MD5 type) 
of the Tokenld after a communication (709) 
with the server processor managing the 
keywords; 

creating (706) a first Personal 
Identification Number (PIN) from the first 

_ scrambling (705); _ 

performing (707) a second irreversible safe 
scrambling step (preferably of the MD5 + 3DES 
type) of the Tokenld after a communication 
(709) with the server processor for the 
keywords; 

creating (708) a . second Personal 
Identification Number (PIN2) from the second 
scrambling (705), where the second Personal 
Identification Number (PIN2) is different 
from the first Personal Identification Number 
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(PIN) ; 

associating the user with an identification 
string composed of the Tokenld, the first 
Personal Identification Number (PIN) and the 
second Personal Identification Number (PIN2) ; 
and 

storing such complete identification string 
into the device 1 and the Tokenld alone into 
a data base on the server processor. 
With reference now to Fig. 8 in particular and 
to Fig. 9 as assembly view of the two steps shown 
in Fig.s 7 and 8, the user identifying step (603) 
through the device 1 is shown in detail; it 
comprises the following sub-steps 

in case of an access by the user to web pages 
of the network in which an access control 
must be performed, the server processor sends 
(801) to the client processor a string of the 
"Server Challenge" type/ that is always 
different; the string is associated with the 
first Personal Identification Number (from 
706) and is processed by the client to be 
able to provide a response for the server. 
For this purpose, the process proceeds with 
the steps of: 
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performing (803) an hashing step (preferably 
of the MD5 type) on the "Server Challenge" 
string and the first Personal Identification 
Number, thereby producing (805) a text 
string; 

using (807) the second Personal 

Identification Number (PIN2) (from 708) as 
encrypting key of a cryptography (809) 
(preferably of the 3DES type) on the text 
string; 

generating (811, 813) a string comprising the 
Tokenld and a Response Client and sending 
such string to the server processor; 
comparing (step 901 in Fig_. 9) on the server 
the received string with the Response Client 
being generated on the server side by re- 
processing the first and second Personal 
Identification Numbers ( PIN, PIN2); and 
in case of a positive response . to such 
comparing step (901), pointing out (step 903 
in Fig. .9) the existence of a correct 
identification code; or 

in case of a negative response to such 
comparing step (901), pointing out (step 905 
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in Fig. 9) the existence of an incorrect or 
counterfeited identification code. 
Finally, with reference to Fig. 10, the 
information encrypting step (605) comprises the 
following sub-steps, performed by the server 
processor: 

generating (1000) an encryption key from the 
previous encrypting step (809) by using as 
input the Server Challenge string and the 
first and second Personal Identification 
Numbers (PIN, PIN2) ; 

receiving (1003) a page from the network; 
encrypting (1001) (preferably using the 
Blowfish encryption) the received page 
through the generated encryption key; and 
sending (1005) the encrypted page to the 
client processor, which, once having received 
the encrypted pages, is able to decrypt them 
and reproduce them in a clear way, because it 
knows both the Server Challenge string and 
the first and second Personal Identification 
Numbers (PIN, PIN2) . 
Some embodiments of the invention have been 
described, but obviously they are subjected to 
further modifications and variations within the 
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same inventive idea. For example, several 
construction variations of the device 1 will be 
possible, both from the point of view of the 
connections to external processor ports, and from 
the point of view of the internal circuitry to 
realise the described functionalities. Moreover, 
the various processes of the invention could be 
applied to various types of authentication devices, 
and the systems to realise the described processes 
could be implemented according to different 
connection configurations to various types of 
networks . 
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CLAIMS 

Device (1) for authenticating a user in an 
Internet architecture environment, 

characterised in that the device comprises : 
a support structure (3); 

a terminal (5) for the connection to a port 
of a processor; 

a microprocessor circuitry contained inside 
said support structure (3), said circuitry 
being adapted to perform safety functions 
and operating on cryptographic algorithms; 
and 

activation means (7) supported by said 
structure (3) and adapted to control said 
microprocessor circuitry to allow enabling 
therein an authentication code. 
Device (11 '"according to Claim 1, 
characterised in that said terminal (5) is 
adapted to be connected to a port of the 
Universal Serial Bus (USB) type of a 
personal computer . 

Device (1) according to Claim 1, 
characterised in that said activation means 
(7) are composed of a push-button. 
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4. Device (1) according to Claim 1, 
characterised in that said cryptographic 
algorithms . performed by said microprocessor 
circuitry are of the private-key time- 
varying type. 

5. Device (1) according to Claim 3, 
characterised in that said cryptographic 
algorithms are of the "Challenge Response" 
type. 

6. Process for authenticating a user in an 
Internet architecture environment, 
characterised in that the process comprises 
the following steps: 

- associating (601) a user with an identification 
device (1) ; 

- identifying (603) said user through said device 
(1) ; and 

- encrypting (605)"" information sent /received 
by/from said user. 

7. Process according to Claim 6, characterised 
in that said device (1) is the device 
according to any one of Claims 1 to 5. 

8. Process according to Claim 6, characterised 
in that said associating step (601) 
comprises the following sub-steps: 
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describing (701) said user; 

generating (703) a Tokenld based on 
describing data of said user; 

performing (705) a first irreversible safe 
scrambling step of said Tokenld after a 
communication (709) with a keywords server 
processor; 

creating (706) a first Personal 

Identification Number (PIN) from said first 
scrambling (705) ; 

performing (707) a second irreversible safe 
scrambling step of said Tokenld after a 
communication (709) with a keywords server 
processor, said second scrambling (707) being 
different from said first scrambling (705); 
creating (708) a second Personal 
Identification Number (PIN2) from said second 
scrambling (705), said second Personal 
Identification Number (PIN2) being .different 
from said first Personal Identification 
Number (PIN); 

associating said user with an identification 
string composed of said Tokenld, said first 
Personal Identification Number (PIN) and said 
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second Personal Identification Number (PIN2); 
and 

storing said complete identification string 
into said device (1) and said Tokenld into a 
data base on said server processor. 
Process according to Claim 8, characterised 
in that said first scrambling (705) is of 
the MD5 type and said second scrambling 
(707) is of the MD5 + 3DES type. 
. Process according to any one of Claims 6 to 
9, characterised in that said identifying 
step (603) comprises the following sub- 
steps : 

in case of an access by said user to pages of 
said network in which an access control must 
be performed, sending (801) by the server 
processor a string of the "Server Challenge" 
type, said string being- associated with said 
first Personal Identification Number; 
performing (803) an hashing step on said 
"Server Challenge" string and said first 
Personal Identification Number, thereby 
producing (805) a text string; 
using (807) said second ; Personal 
Identification Number (PIN2) as encrypting 
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key of a cryptography (809) on said text 
string; 

generating (811, 813) a string comprising 
said Tokenld and a Response Client and 
sending said string to said server processor; 
comparing (901) said received Response Client 
string with the Response Client being 
generated on the server side by re-processing 
said first and second Personal Identification 
Numbers (PIN, PIN2); and 

in case of a positive response to said 
comparing step (901), pointing out (903) the 
existence of a correct identification code; 
or 

in case of a negative response to said 
comparing step (901), pointing out (905) the 
existence of an incorrect or counterfeited 
"identification code: . 

11. Process according to Claim 10, characterised 
in that said hashing is of the MD5 type and 
said cryptography (809) is of the 3DES type. 

12. Process according to any one of Claims 6 to 
11, characterised in that said encrypting 
step (605) comprises the following sub- 
steps, performed by said server processor: 
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generating (1000) an encryption key from said 
encrypting step (809) by using as input said 
Server Challenge string and said first and 
second Personal Identification Numbers (PIN, 
PIN2); 

receiving (1003) a page of said network; 
encrypting (1001) said received page through 
said generated encryption key; and 
sending (1005) said encrypted page to said 
client processor, said client processor being 
able to perform the decrypting of said 
encrypted page depending on said Server 
Challenge string and said first and second 
Personal Identification Numbers (PIN, PIN2) 
being known thereto, 

13. Process according to Claim 12, characterised 
in that said encrypting (1001) is of the 
Blowfish type. "~~ " 

14. System for authenticating a user in an 
Internet architecture environment, 
characterised in that the system comprises: 

at least one central management server 

processor connected in a network; 

at least one local client processor 1 connected 
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in the network; 

at least one authentication device (1) 
according to any one of Claims 1 to 5 
connected to said at least one local client 
processor; and 

a control program adapted to perform the 
process according to any one of Claims 6 to 
13. 

15. System for inputting a Personal 
Identification Number (PIN) code inside an 
identification device (1) in order to 
prevent intercepting said device (1), 
characterised in that the system comprises, 
connected to said device (1), a processor 
containing: 

at least one user library (12) for managing 
said device (1), said user library (12) 
being equipped "with " *an identification 
process (14) adapted to control the enabling 
of said device (1) ; 

at leas.t one device driver (16) connected to 
said user library (12), said device driver 
(16) being a library that manages said 
device (1) at connection port level; and 
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at least one window (10) connected to said 
user library (12) to display said PIN code 
digit by digit. 

16. System according to Claim 15, characterised 
in that said device (1) is the device 
according to any one of Claims 1 to 5. 

17. Process for inputting a Personal 
Identification Number (PIN) code inside an 
identification device (1) in order to 
prevent intercepting said device (1) , 
characterised in that the process comprises 
the following steps: 

upon request of said PIN code, activating 
(301) a graphic window (10) to display an 
current digit from 0 to 9; 

sending (303) every digit of said PIN code 
both to the displaying window (10) and to the 
device (1) ; 

in case of actuation of activation means (7) 
of said device (1), storing (305) every digit 
as belonging to said PIN code; 
querying (307) said device (1) to check 
whether other digits exist; 

in case of an affirmative response to said 
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querying step (307), timely sending (309) the 
other digits; or 

in case of a negative response to said 
querying step (307), stopping (311) the 
process and storing the final PIN key to 
validate said device (1) - 
8, Process according to Claim 17, characterised 

in that said PIN code storing step (309) 

comprises the following steps: 

displaying and dispatching the digits to said 

device (1) ; and 

managing the activation means (7) of said 
device (1) . 

.9. Process according to Claim 18, characterised 
in that said displaying and dispatching step 
of the digits to said device (1) comprises 
the following sub-steps: 
"creating (403) "a window (TO) to display the 
digits; 

querying (405) whether the digits limit has 
been reached; 

in case of an affirmative response to said 
querying step (405), removing (407) said 
displaying window (10) ; or 
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in case of a negative response to said 
querying step (405), sending (409) the digit 
to said graphic window (10) and to said 
device (1) ; and 

requesting (411) to said device (1) whether 
the digits limit for the PIN code has been 
reached, returning to said querying step 
(405). 

20. Process according to Claim 18, characterised 
in that said managing step of the activation 
means (7) of said device (1) comprises the 
following sub-steps : 

querying (503) whether the digits limit has 
been reached; 

in case of an affirmative response to said 
querying step (503), ending (509) said 
process; or 

in case of a negative ^response to said 
querying step (503), checking (505) whether 
said activation means (7) are actuated; 
in case of a negative response to said 
checking step (505), suspending the procedure 
that remains in stand-by; or 

in case of an affirmative response to said 
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checking step (505), storing (507) the last 
received digit and returning to said querying 
step (503) , 

21- Process according to Claim 17, characterised 
in that said device (1) is the device 
according to any one of Claims 1 to 5. 
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